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Now those who worship Beauty after the
fashion of Wordsworth are plainly supposed. to
worship it as one revelation of God ; all there-
fore that we have said with regard to the
worship of nature will apply equally to them.
It will be well, however, to pause here for a
moment, and, since the author has referred us
so often to Wordsworth, personally, to note
briefly what his case really teaches us. The
author cites it as a plain and conclusive proof of
the reality of natural religion, as he himself
conceives it, and of the practical effect it may
have on a man's life. According to him, though
Wordsworth was no doubt a Christian, and
believed, as such, in the personality and the
providence of God and in the immortality of the
human soul, yet these beliefs were merely
accidental matters ; so far as Christianity had
on him any appreciable effect, it was little more
than a superfluous reassertion of what Nature
had already revealed to him through her beauty,
and was wholly independent of any of its super-
natural elements. Now we believe that there
are few readers of ordinary intelligence who
will be for a moment deceived by this most in-
felicitous paradox. Since, however, the present